
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

This month I want to talk to you about predictions for the coming year. Yes, it’s that time again! But, first… Let’s 
see how the predictions from last year fared. 

Firstly, I thought that wearables would start to make an impact. But, despite Apple releasing a Smartwatch, they 
still seem to be a bit of a gimmick. I was right about the price of the Apple device though; it is ridiculously 
expensive! I was spot on with Windows 10 quietening all the naysayers, and it seems to have been well received 
by the tech press and consumers alike. However, despite Microsoft championing universal apps for Windows that 
work on any device, my idea that we would be able to switch seamlessly from one device to another stills seems 
a way off, as Apple didn’t really improve on their ideas in Mac OS either. Apple did however, release a bigger 
iPad and a slightly better iPhone, so I got that right at least! Finally, my prediction that Apple Pay would take off 
was slightly off the mark. Yes, it’s available in many places now, but it’s hardly taking the world by storm. I guess 
in a country without contactless card payment like the USA it might be considered “revolutionary”. But over here, 
it just seems to add needless complication when trying to pay for something! 

So, what’s in store for the coming year? I guess it’s safe to say that Apple will bring out a new phone, and as it’s 
not an interim release I expect it to have a few new features. Being waterproof, having a better battery life, and 
wireless charging would be my top predictions, with a new look thrown in as well. Android phones will continue to 
dominate the sales charts, just because they are so much cheaper than iPhones. Tablet sales will continue to 
decline, as I think everyone that wanted a tablet now has one, and they have no pressing need to upgrade.  

I’m confident that Windows 10 will go from strength to strength, and I do think we will see more apps that can run 
on any size device. My dream of one pocketable device that can become your tablet or computer is still a way off, 
but I think we will have apps that provide a common user interface by adjusting the screensize that they run on. I 
expect Microsoft to announce a high-end smartphone, and it wouldn’t surprise me if it was called a Surface 
phone to complement their range of premium tablets and laptops. This will hopefully prompt lower tier 
manufactures to produce cheaper competing devices. 

My final prediction is that this is the year Smart TV systems really take off. Sky has announced the Sky Q, which 
will allow you to watch recorded TV on any device wherever you are, and Apple has just revamped it’s Apple TV. 
Along with Microsoft’s XBox One, all three of these are aiming to change the way we view TV and I expect, over 
the coming year, others will get in on the idea. Ultimately, TV will become totally internet based, and you will just 
watch what you want, when you want. The idea of waiting until the next episode will become a thing of the past, 
but maybe that’s a prediction for 2017! 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

 David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


