
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

This month I want to talk to you about buying a new computer. A question I am asked several times a week is, 
“what computer should I buy?” This is not an easy question to answer, as it depends so much on what you want 
to do (and how much money you have!), but I will try and give you a few pointers. Let’s start with the basics. 
Should you go for a laptop, desktop, or tablet? Unless you are planning on doing some high-end gaming (and 
even then I would seriously look at a console first) or intensive video work, then I think the desktop option should 
be struck off the list. Laptops are so much more convenient: they can be put away when not in use and can be 
used anywhere in the house (and even taken outside or away). Nowadays, there is little cost or performance 
difference between laptops and desktops, and they will use less power, so it might even save you money in the 
long run. The only reason for really sticking with a desktop is the ability to upgrade some components and to 
repair/replace parts if they fail. Even this is becoming less of an issue as the major parts of a system such as 
RAM and hard disks can easily be changed on a laptop, and with high speed connections appearing on newer 
laptops the idea of connecting other devices, something that used to be done with add-in cards, is much simpler. 
If you are worried about the keyboard and mouse (and even screen size) on a laptop, don’t forget you can easily 
plug in external equipment to make life easier if you’d like. 

The choice between laptop and tablet is a little harder, I think. If you only want to check emails and do a bit of 
web browsing, then a tablet may be a better option. Most modern tablets can manage these tasks with ease and 
can do a whole lot more as well. Where they begin to struggle is if you want to manage a lot of data, such as 
music, pictures, and videos, or if you spend a lot of time on your computer. Large volumes of typing are not 
something I would want to do on tablet, even with an add-on keyboard. Tablets are also not a lot of good if you 
want to run specialised software, so if you needed to use some accounts software for instance, you’d need to go 
down the route of a laptop. 

An Apple iPad is still the best option for a tablet. Android tablets are cheaper, but they don’t have the wide variety 
of apps targeted at tablets that Apple does, and they can be prone to the same sort of problem with viruses and 
malware that Windows is. If you do decide that a laptop is the right decision, then the next question is what 
specifications it should have. This is where it gets a bit easier. Nowadays, pretty much any laptop that you buy 
will be more than up to the job for everyday use. But, there are a few basic things to check. Make sure that it has 
an Intel Core i3 processor, at least. An i5 is better for things such as multimedia and gaming, but an i3 is more 
than enough for the average person. If you’re involved with in-depth photo/video editing, then an i7 is the most 
powerful option available. For most, though, it’s far more powerful than necessary. Of course, there are other 
processor manufacturers out there, but I would recommend sticking with Intel. After picking a processor it’s all 
plain sailing. Most systems come with at least 4GB of RAM (although more is always better) and an enormous 
hard disk that you’ll never be able to fill, so there isn’t much else left to choose. The screen size obviously 
depends on how portable you want the laptop to be: 13-14 inch systems are obviously more portable than a 17 
inch. If you do intend to carry the laptop around, battery life may be a consideration, so it’s worth checking the 
specs to see how long it should last on a full charge. The best ultra portable laptops now last 8-10 hours 
(effectively a whole day) and even budget systems will get 4-5 hours. 

The advice used to be that you should buy the most powerful computer you could afford, but I don’t actually 
subscribe to that theory anymore. Instead, you should buy one that fits your needs now. Technology is advancing 
so quickly that the chances are that your requirements, or the operating systems/infrastructure will have moved 
on to the next level before the performance of your system reaches unusable levels. 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

 David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


